
 
UHON 207.003 Fine Art As Global Perspective: Art as Scale 
The University of New Mexico, Honors College, 3 credits, Fall 2015 
 
Meeting Time/Location: M & W from 2 -3:15 pm 
Location:    Honors Center Room 9 
Professor:   Associate Professor Megan Jacobs, MFA 
Email:    mejacobs@unm.edu                                    
Phone:                      TBD  (the fastest way to reach me is via email) 
Office &                   Honors Center Room 17c 
Office Hours:       M 10-12 pm, W 10-12 pm & by appointment 
 
The course schedule: visit https://unmhonorsart.wordpress.com and then navigate to  
Art as Scale 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Just how big or small are we? The answer to that question depends on our point of 
reference: an atom or the universe. Sometimes a transformational understanding of the 
human experience is at its heart a creative endeavor. To truly grasp our place in the 
universe we need to deeply experience scale. Scale is more than the object’s size. It is 
the size of a work in relation to another object, in our case, the human body. This class 
will study how various artworks allow us to embody the human experience through the 
use of scale and perspective. Art we will study will frame a point of view, give form to a 
concept, and visualize abstract ideas. This class will evaluate art’s ability to frame our 
lived experience of humanity through perspectives of minuteness and enormity as 
found in ancient art, land art, and installation art. The first half of the semester we will 
explore feeling of minuteness. By viewing Charles and Ray Eames seminal film, The 
Powers of Ten, we will juxtapose our scale as humans to that of the known universe. 
Dwarfed in scale we must acknowledge in part the insignificance of our lives. We will 
study ancient art forms, such as the Stonehenge, the Pyramids, and various large scale 
Buddhas in Asia, all of which were meant to make us feel small. These pieces were 
arguably the pre-cursors to Land Art, which explores the sense of scale, power, and 
scope of nature in comparison to mankind. We will visit the seminal land art work, Star 
Axis, created by Charles Ross here in New Mexico.  
 
Installation art creates an environment in which the art is experienced. Looking at 
installation artists such as Yayoi Kusama, Ann Hamilton, and Wolfgang Laib we will 
investigate how this art form seeks to activate various senses through their use of 
materials—lights, mirrors, blue jeans, and beeswax to name a few—and methods to 



transform our understanding of space and scale. A collaborative, large-scale, 
immersive installation will be created to synthesize the concepts related to minuteness 
for the course mid-term.  
 
Conversely, art also has the ability to visualize abstract concepts and allow us to 
realize fully the enormity of our actions— even those that are seemingly insignificant. 
Photographer Chris Jordan makes his art by translating statistics into images. His 
photograph, Paper Cups, “depicts 410,000 paper cups, equal to the number of 
disposable hot-beverage paper cups used in the US every fifteen minutes”. He 
inspects human actions, which often go unnoticed, and frames them on a global scale. 
If everyone proceeds in this way what are the ecological and environmental 
ramifications of our actions? We’ll evaluate a host of artists whose work gives a visual 
form to abstract ideas such as, Alfredo Jaar, Michael Wolf, and Tara Donovan. 
Statistics can be abstract, but once they are made visual their impact is tangible, 
leading us to evaluate the moral implications of that knowledge. The film, The Story of 
Stuff, gives visual form to Annie Leonard’s realization of the impossibility of running a 
linear system—consumerism— on a finite planet. Much of the art we will study is 
informed by disciplines such as astronomy and ecology, but it is through the artistic 
process that a visual and physical understanding of these concepts is solidified. We 
will explore the process of creating data visualizations (ways to visually articulate 
information) and in doing so students will depict the patterns of consumption in their 
own lives. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
A student who successfully completes this course will be able to: 

1. Analyze and critically interpret significant works of art; 
2. Compare art forms, modes of thought and expression, and processes across 

a range of historical periods and/or structures (such as political, geographic, 
social, cultural, and intellectual); 

3. Develop strong communication skills, oral and written, when describing, 
analyzing and comparing works of art; 

4. Identify, analyze and apply criteria for making aesthetic judgments. 
5. Effectively communicate and collaborate on the creation of a work of art.  

6. Use the creative process, art making, to evaluate their social responsibilities.  

REQUIRED READINGS + FILMS 



A printed Course Reader will be available for purchase in the Honors Office.  You are 
required to purchase it and to read weekly assignments by the first class period for 
which they are listed.  Some of these readings are quite dense and may need to be 
read multiple times.  Please plan ahead and start reading early.  Please be prepared to 
share your findings with the class.  Additionally, the following films will be viewed:  
Powers of Ten, Rivers and Tides, Wasteland, Story of Stuff.  
         
FIELD TRIP 
There will be one field trip during the course of the semester.  Participation is 
required! We will travel outside of Las Vegas, NM to visit Charles Ross’ seminal land 
art piece, Star Axis, on Friday, Sept. 4  This field trip will be an all day experience.  
We’ll leave Albuquerque at 8 am and return by 4 pm.   
 
EVALUATION      
Course requirements will earn up to 100 points distributed as follows: 
          
Participation        10 pts max 
Daily Written Observations      10 pts max 
Oral Presentation         5 pts max  
Theories of Art: Paper       15 pts max 
Presentation + Creative Activity      10 pts max 
Group Midterm (Installation)-Creative Project   20 pts max 
A month of waste: Photography Creative Project  10 pts max 
Data Visualizations - Creative Project    20 pts max  
   
It takes time and dedication to build a foundation of knowledge regarding seminal art 
works and theories as well as to integrate that knowledge into your creative work.  At 
minimum, you will be expected to spend 7+ hours a week outside of class for this 
course. Each assignment will be introduced in the form of a lecture.  I will give you a 
one-page overview of the objectives and what is expected creatively, technically, and 
conceptually on the day the assignment is presented.  Assignments are due at the 
beginning of class on the date listed on the schedule. Work that is turned in late 
(without an excuse) will be docked 20% per day.  
 
An Honors student can earn one of three possible grades—"A", “Credit”, or “No 
Credit”.  The departmental policy encourages students to take demanding coursework 
without harm to one's grade point average.  The overall grade you earn, will be an 
evaluation of the merit of the following: 
 
Grading scale: A = 90-100 points    



Absolutely no doubt of superior performance, effort, teamwork 
and accomplishment. Clear evidence of talent, imagination 
and commitment. 

 
CR = 70-89 points   
 Good work with consistent effort and participation. 
 

  NC = 0-69 points 
   Poor work and/or effort.   
 
HOW ARE YOU DOING? 
Feel free at any time to stop by during my office hours to discuss your performance in 
the class.  You will receive written evaluations on each graded project. Additionally, I 
will have individual meetings with you after midterm to let you know your class 
average. 
 
ABSENCES 
Since this course, requires active engagement and hands on project your attendance is 
crucial to your success.  Attendance requires that you be at class on time, are 
prepared to work and contribute to discussions—anything else is not considered full 
participation!  UNM Pathfinder policies apply, which in part means that instructor drops 
based on non-attendance are possible. If you know you must miss a class please 
contact me beforehand or show evidence afterwards (doctor’s notes, etc).  Unexcused 
absences will significantly affect your final grade.  Students with more than three 
unexcused absences will have 10 points subtracted from their overall grade, effectively 
dropping their highest possible grade from an “A” to a “CR”.         
   
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY  
Because academic dishonesty in any form compromises the university’s reputation 
and thus devalues the UNM degree, it will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty 
means any behavior that misrepresents or falsifies the student’s knowledge, skills or 
ability and includes cheating, plagiarism and falsification of records.  Students who 
engage in academic dishonesty will be subject to disciplinary action as defined in the 
UNM Student Handbook.   
 
          
    
     
      



The University of New Mexico believes that academic honesty is a foundation principle 
for personal and academic development. All University policies regarding academic 
honesty apply to this course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, 
cheating or copying, plagiarism (claiming credit for the words or works of another from 
any type of source such as print, Internet or electronic database, or failing to cite the 
source), fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by 
others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another 
person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the 
academic work of other students. The University's full statement on academic honesty 
and the consequences for failure to comply is available in the college catalog and in 
the Pathfinder.  
         
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR DISABILITIES 
Students with special needs  are encouraged to contact me as early as possible to 
discuss accommodations.  Accessibility Services (Mesa Vista Hall 2021, 277-3506) 
provides academic support to students who have disabilities. If you think you need 
alternative accessible formats for undertaking and completing coursework, you should 
contact this service right away to assure your needs are met in a timely manner. If you 
need local assistance in contacting Accessibility Services, see the Bachelor and 
Graduate Programs office.  
 
CELL PHONES & TECHNOLOGY 
As a matter of courtesy, please turn off cell phones, pagers, and other communication 
and entertainment devices prior to the beginning of class. Notify me in advance if you 
are monitoring an emergency, for which cell phone ringers should be switched to 
vibrate.     
   
CIVILITY 
All students are expected to communicate in a civil respectful manner in all academic 
interactions. Comments or actions that discriminate or single out someone based on 
race, gender, religious beliefs, disability or sexual orientation are illegal and will not be 
tolerated. Any such actions may result in disciplinary actions as described in the 
Student Handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


