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During the past two hundred years in the West, “fine art” has slowly been 
separated from the rest of life and is more widely recognized when housed in 
institutions such as museums, galleries, and concert halls. Kant’s argument for a 
“disinterested” approach to art is indicative of such thinking.  Contemporary 
aestheticians and artists, such as Berleant, Saito, Tuan, Shonagon, among 
others, challenge this approach and argue for an engaged perspective—one 
where art and life are intertwined. In the rest of the world, “art” isn’t marked off 
from religion, ethics, or everyday living.   

In this project we will weave art and life together in an attempt to honor your 
everyday aesthetic landscape.  Over the next few weeks I want you to awaken 
yourself to your aesthetic landscape and chronicle aesthetic moments in your 
life—by taking photographs, writing poems/phrases, making 
drawings/rubbings/maps, and gathering of smells, etc. These materials will be 
assembled into an accordion book in which you’ll create a narrative for the 
viewer.  Attention needs to be taken when selecting materials in order to create 
visual unity.  The final book should push the boundaries of a typical book by 
activating a multiplicity of senses, not one that simply honors sight and sound 
(reading aloud).  An artist’s statement will accompany the work.  

Project Objectives:  Within the framework of a unified concept and cohesive 
aesthetic you’ll create a book that chronicles aesthetic moments in your life that 
have been curated into a narrative.  

 • Concept. Your project should have a conceptual framework which you’ll 
articulate through your material choices. 

 • Sense Activation:  

   Texture: Utilize visual and tactile texture. 

   Smell: Activate a sense of smell in the book. 

   Touch: Inherent in the nature of the form of a book is that the  
 viewer will touch it and hold it.  However, the aesthetic choices that  
 you make will inform this experience.  Is the outside cover made  
 from organic materials and fragile?  Is it rough? Is it smooth?  How  



 do these choices communicate your conceptual framework to the  
 participant?  

   • Unified aesthetic. Develop visual unity in the piece though a cohesive 
aesthetic approach—such as color palette, kind of mark making, material 
choices. 

• Artist’s statement and oral presentation. Please prepare a one page or 
less artist’s statement where you articulate your concept and material 
choices. 

Project Rubric:  
(This presentation is worth 10% of your final grade) 
 
20% Conceptual framework and the successful integration of materials or 
process as a means to inform your concept 

20% Fabrication and craft of book  

20% Successful activation of senses (texture, smell, touch) 

20% Development of aesthetic coherence/unity 

20% Articulation of your work verbally and in a written artist’s statement  

TOTAL       100  pts	  


