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Teachers should encourage students to pursue a lifetime of learning not just in the classroom, but 
throughout their lives.  In the words of Robert Grudin: “true teachers not only impart knowledge and 
method but awaken the love of learning by virtue of their own reflected love". I strive to live up to this 
view of teaching by fostering an environment in which students think critically about art and its 
interconnection to the world at large. As such, I am committed to an education within a cross-
disciplinary environment.  As a teacher, I provide students with as many creative contexts for their art as 
possible, often drawing upon literature, politics, science, and popular culture. In my courses, I aim to 
spark wonder and awareness by urging students to use art as a tool to understand history and culture as 
well as an expressive medium in which to think and see in new ways.    
 
It is my role to press students to think deeper, to celebrate their insights, and to help them question the 
meaning and importance of art within a global, social, and personal framework.  Refining a student’s 
ability to observe, analyze and interpret takes practice. Though carefully selected readings, lively 
discussions, and hands-on demonstrations, I forge an understanding of the relationship between art and 
culture. This is an important step toward developing student’s ability to articulate what they see and 
what it means. Learning how to decode works of art is the first step toward being a critical viewer. The 
ability to look at art first hand is important and I encourage onsite research whenever possible. For 
example, the documentation of an installation through video or still photography will never fully 
translate the experience of being in that space (the temperature of the room, the smell of the space, the 
color of the lights—the feeling of your body in that environment).  
 
Kinesthetic learning through the process of making art is paramount to this kind of learning.  
Building a solid foundation of a given medium is important and I believe the process of making a 
photograph, or creating an interactive garment, or collaborating on an installation is the means to 
transforming thought into object. I encourage students to consider how the process and the materials 
they employ inform the inherent content of the work.  The process of making is one way to help 
students clarify their concepts.  When introducing a new project, I compile various cross-
disciplinary readings, show historic and contemporary art, and do hands-on exercises in order to 
inspire students to draw from their own resources in their art-making process. Ideally, students 
will recognize that the knowledge they are learning in other classes, in a given semester, for 
example history and science, can and should impact the art they studying and creating. Once a piece 
is complete assessment of the work is done through active participatory critiques.  Critiques are an 
important forum in which for artists to articulate their ideas, receive feedback on the work: not 
only its quality, but the context in which the rest of the class is interpreting the work.  Learning 
how to articulate what one sees in a body of work both verbally and in writing are critical skills. 
My engagement with students extends beyond the perimeters of class time.  I have an open door 
policy and often spend many hours working to help students fine-tune their art and discuss their 
concepts. My engagement with students extends beyond the perimeters of class time.  I have an 
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My overarching philosophy regarding education is that it is not about bringing the student to a 
final resting place.  Rather, education should foster a constant state of becoming for both student 
and teacher.  I continue to be enlightened through my interaction with students, which in turn 
shapes my teaching and creative research.  Teaching is a symbiotic relationship; my students 
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challenge me to wonder, as I do them.  I want them to end my courses with a question mark 
rather than a period.   
 
I urge students to creatively question the world around them—visually, conceptually, and 
politically—and inspire them to depart with the ability to self-transform.  Whether they become 
historians, photographers, or even neuroscientists, the ability to make cross-disciplinary 
connections, possess a foundation of knowledge regarding the arts, and think critically are skills 
that they will apply to every part of their lives.  As a teacher, I am committed to an education that 
challenges students to develop their ability to engage artistically and critically with the world, 
themselves, and each other. 

 


