
UHON 121-24: Legacy of Material Culture: The Story of our Stuff  
Fall 2017 
 Professor Jacobs Paper #3: Final Paper  
 
Paper Overview:  

This paper will serve as a tool to help you think about the topics we have 
discussed throughout the course both personally and academically. Ultimately, I 
want you to formulate your definition of the good life and connect it to the 
readings we have discussed. You will create an 8-10 page paper that clearly 
articulates and unpacks your definition of the “good life,” with supporting 
arguments. To help guide your work address the following:  

. 1)  while constructing your thesis, be sure to connect your philosophies to 
at  least 5 of the scholars we addressed in class by outlining 
approaches/ideas that inform your definition of the good life. Feel free to 
accept or reject ideas laid out by these scholars.   

. 2)  define the role that money and material goods play in informing your pursuit 
of the “good life”   

. 3)  define status anxiety and how you plan to accept or mitigate it within the 
pursuit of your notion of the “good life”   

. 4)  discuss the role of environmental ramifications of consumption within the 
context of your pursuit of the “good life”   

. 5)  utilize and unpack at least one visual artwork (photography, film, 
performance art, etc.) when addressing one of the aforementioned points.   
This is separate from the 5 required scholars outlined above. 

Steps to Complete:  

Paper   Proposal (Thesis statement/outline): Nov. 14 and Nov. 16 - Present 
these materials during one on one meetings. Bring a printed thesis statement and 
paper outline.  

Peer Evaluation: November 30 - Bring a printed copy of your paper to class. 
You will exchange this with a class member in order to do a peer evaluation.  

Final Due: December 7 - Bring a final printed copy to class  . 

This paper and supporting materials are equal to 350 points or 35% of your 
final grade.  

 



Project Break Down: 

Proposal     25 pts  

 Peer Evaluation   25 pts  

Paper / Works Cited   300 pts  

Total:     350 pts 

Grading Rubric for paper 

 Paper Content            70%/ 210 pts  

Persuasiveness/clarity of thesis statement    10% 

Clarity in addressing paper questions        50% 

Integration and quality of supporting points    10% 

Quality of Writing                 30%/ 90 pts   

Structure of thoughts            20% 

Correct in text citation usage              10% 

Strength of conclusion                 5% 

TOTAL                    100%   

Formatting + Stipulations 

1. Papers need to be 8-10 pages in length, double-spaced, using times new roman or 
baskerville, 12 pt font.   

2. Paper must include a work cited (use MLA style). Be sure to correctly list your text and 
credit your author. Artworks may be included in the paper provided they are correctly 
attributed.   Do not include a page number at the top of your work cited page. 

3. Absolutely, positively use spell check and grammar check! There is NO reason that 
there should be spelling mistakes in your paper.   

4. Read the paper aloud (to yourself or friends). Is it easy to follow? Can your listener 
summarize your main parts? If not, you need to re-write sections to clarify your 
intentions.   

5. The paper is due in printed form at the start of class on the due date.   


